Several Aggrievances and Oppreſſiuns of His Majeſty's 


Subjeds in the Colony of NEw-YoRK in America, 


SHEWETH: X 


Intreagues. brought our Nation to the very Brink of being ſwallowed up by Fo- 
piſh Super ſtit ion and Arbitrary Government, it pleaſed the Almighty God by his 
wonderful Omnipotence to bring in Peace and ſettle his Moſt Sacred: Majeſty, 
King GEORGE, upon the Bririſh Throne; and it is to be hoped, that his Subjects in diſtant 
Countries, and in particular thoſe of the Colony of New Tork, may in ſome Meaſure feel the 
Influence of his Happy Government, and be in due time relieved from all Oppreſſions. 


The Weſt End of the Iſland Naſſaa, (the then Manbados) Hutfons River and Staten land 


were firſt ſetled by the Dutch from Holland, in great Danger and Hardſhip many of them be- 
ing ſlain by the Salvages; the Z:ft End of the ſame Iſland by Exgliſß under the Crown of 
England (they then being a Part of Connecticut -. Colony) who alto ſetled in great Hazard and 


Hardſhip. In ſome time after the Natives were ſuppreſſed, in the Year 1664, General Nicol 


with a Fleet of Shipe and ſome Land Forces reduced the then Aſanhadot to the King's Obedi- 
ence, it being delivered to him upon Articles. And being thus ſubjected to the Crown, King 
Charles the Second making a Grant of the ſame to his Brother Fames Dake of Tork, as by 


the ſame may at large appear, the ſaid General Nico/s and Commiſſioners demanded the Eaſt 


End of the Iſland; and though the Inhabitants thereof were much againſt, being moved from 


Connecticut to New Tork, yet it was their Miſery and unhappy Fate to have it to beſo. The 


Governor, Commiflioners and Council took upon them the Leg iſlative Power, and the People 
were governed by their Ordinances, until Governor Dangan came to be over them, then an 
Aſſembly were called, which Privilege was then declared to be the Peoples Right; and ſome 
time after an Act of Aſſembly paſſed, That che Perſons to be Elclted to fit as Repreſentatives 
in the General Aſſembly from time to time, for the ſeveral Citiet, Towns, Counties, Shirts, Diviſions 
or Mannors of this Province, and all Places within the ſame, ſhall be according to the Proportion 
and Number hereafter expreſſed; that is to ſay, For the City and County of Neu- Iorꝶ four, 
for the County of Suffolk two, for Ducens-County two, for Kings County two, for the County 
of Richmond two, for the County ot Weſtcheſter two, for the County of Mier two, for the 


County of Albany two, for the Mannor of Ranſlerwicł one, and for Dukes County two, and 


as many more as their Majeſties, their Heirs and Succeſſors thall think fit to eſtabliſn; That 
all Perſons choſen as . or the major Fart of them, ſhall be deemed and accounted the 
Repreſentives of this Province in General Aſſembly, and ſuch Acts made by them, conſented to 
by the Governor and Counſel, ſhall be the Læus of the Province, until they are diſallowed by their 
Alsje flies, their Heirs and Succeſſors, or expire by their own Limitation. And though by this 
Act, their Majeſties, their Heirs and Succeſſors may eſtablith as many more, as they {hall 
think fit: It is not to be thought that our Moſt Gracious Sovereign King George, will e- 
ſtabliſn ſo many in ſuch Places, that they may live unon other Parts of the Government, 
and great Injuſtice be done thereby, neither give Power to his Governor ſo to do; But that 
his Moſt Sacred Majeſty would have Juſtice done: Notwithſtanding of late there hath been 
Precepts iſſued out for Choice of Repreſentatives in what Part and Places of the Government 
as he pleaſeth. So that notwithſtanding the Law, they are raiſed to the Number of Twenty 
Five ; and now the Minor Part of the People in the Government have the Major Part of the 
2 and for their Intereſt Oppreſs a great Part of the People, and they lie under 
great Diſadvantages; as may appear * the following Proportion of a 4000 J. Tax, and ſe- 
veral other Particulars upon the ſeveral Counties in the Colony, here is an Account EY 
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Men, Inhabitants in each County, and their Repreſentatives in the Aſſembly ; alſo the Quota 
of Tax in the ſame. 


Number 8 Quota of Tax. 


of Men. Men. J. 1 

In the City and County of Næw-· Ir — — — 1200 —— 4 —— 885 oo o 
County of Albany, with Ranſlerwich — — 540 —— 4 —— 175 10 o 
Kings County — 420 — 2:—— 730 00 o 
Qucens County — — — Jy — 2 — 644 10 0 
County of Suffolk — — — 800 — 2 — 680 10 o 
County of Ulſter — — — 620 — 2 — 311 10 0 
County of Weſtcheſler — — — 630 — 3 — 240 co o 
County of Richmond — — — — 350 — 2 — 226 13 4 
Orange County — — — — 65 — 2 — 60 00 0 
Dutcheſs County — — — 60 — 2 — 46 08 8 
5685 — 25 —— 4000 oo © 


By this Plan it is evident, that the ſeveral Counties are very unequally Repreſented, as well 
with Regard to the Number of Inhabitants in each, as to the Taxes they pay ; And to this 
Diſproportion of 4ſſembly- Hen is to be aſcribed the unequal Taxing of the ſeveral Counties, 
without reſpec to their Number of People, their Riches and Commerce, To evince this it 


will appear, that Kings-County, Queens County, and County of Suffolk, which contain 2229 


Men, have only Six Repreſentatives in Aſſembly, and are taxed at 2055 J. whereas all the 
other Counties, having in them 3465 Men, and ſo many Repreſentatives that they are Taxed 
only at 1945 J. So that at this time there is up Hudſons-River Ten Aſſembly-Men, in A- 
bany, Ranſlerwick, Ulſter, Orange and Dutcheſs Counties, and all thoſe Ten repreſent, do not 
pay in one Tax ſo much as one County on the Iſland of Naſſau, where they have but two in 
each County. And for what Disburſements and Services done on the ſame Ifland, for pub- 
lick Service there is very little if any thing paid them : When for publick Disburfements-and 


Services done up Hudſons-River (do but give it the Name for their Majeſties Service) altho' 


it be to draw Trade to them, or to go to purchaſe Land for themſelves, it is brought to the 
Aſſembly to put the Charge upon the Country; and for the moſt part they get twice ſo much 
as others in part of the Government would demand for the ſame Service, it it were for the 
Publick. It is a Privilege to have an Aſſembly, if it were as near as may be according to 


the Number of the People in each County, that Jnſtice and Right might be done: But to have 
the Name and nothing of the Nature, is but a Snare to the greateſt Part of the People in the 


Colony, and would be eaſier for them that there was not any Aſſembly, than to have ſuch 
an One as endeavour to live upon their Neighbours, and not by them, and ſhall be called Trae 
and Loyal Subjects, complying to all Propoſals for ſome Mens Advantage; when others, endea- 
vouring to have Juſtice and Right done, and ſpeak any thing for Property and Liberty of the 
S4bjetts, ſhall be looked upon as Criminals, if not proſecuted for the ſame, as Capt. Mal ford was. 
It is ſuppoſed there are ſome things elſe beſides Loyalty, as An Office with a Salary, 4 Grant of 
ſome Lands, and A Sallery of Three Hundred Pounds per Ann. tothe Commiſſioners of the Indian 
Affaire at Albany; though it is not known to the Country, what Service they do to the King 
or Country, except it be to draw Trade to themſelves aud Debts upon the Country, and pro- 
cure a Reſolve ot the Aſſembly to allow them 3co J. per Annum for five Years, and allo to 
Allow the Indians 400 l. by a Reſolve of the Houſe for the ſame time. And ſo in time of 
Peace have brought the Colony to be Tributaries to the Heather, and when the five Years 
are expired, the Indians will expect it for ever; aand if they have it not, they will think they 
have juſt Cauſe to Quarrel with the Exgliſß. And of what diſmal Conſequence are ſuch Mea - 
ſures? But it is thought that the Iadians did not expect ſuch a Preſent now, but that it was 
ſomebody elſe that wanted it: For 4007. at New Tork, with the Cuſtomary Advance of 50 J. 


per Cent. at Albany, makes 6001. And if the Indians have 400 J. there, it will do; alſo ſome- 


body muſt preſent it to the Indzans, who in Retaliation return ſeveral Packs of Beaver and 
other Skins: The Report is, that ſometimes to the Value of the Preſent, which is unknown to 
the Publick what becomes of it. But it is thought to be the greateſt Reaſon of Making the 


- Preſent, and fo bring His Majeſties Subjects to be Tributaries. If it were of Neceſſity to do 


it, and were for the publick good of the Plantations in America, why do not the Neighbour- 
ing Colonies aſſiſt, which are as deeply concerned for their own Security? 

The Indians that fled out of New-England are ſetled near Albany, and thoſe from North- 
Carolina, when fled from thence, come there for Shelter, amongſt thole Indians which their Ma- 
jeſties Subjects in New-Tork-Government are brought to be Tributaries to; and it is thought 
that the Preſent that was made to thoſe Indians in the Lear 1713, put them in a Capacity to 
aſſiſt in deſtroying their Majeſties Subjects in South - Carolina. The Report is, That toben the 


Wars were in North Carolina they bad Affiſtance from South Carolina, the Albany-Aſembers in- 
fermed the 4jjembly, That there was Five Hundred of the Enemy Indians come amongſt the Five 


Nations. They allo informed the Houſe, That they thought it was requiſit to make a Preſent 
to the Indians: Amongſt ſome ſlight Arguments, they ſaid, The young Men amongſt our In- 


dians 


ESD . 


dians armed themſelves, and it was to be feared they were upon ſome ill Deſign: So in the latter 
End of the Summer they had a Preſent of 400 /. The Report was, That the Winter following 
there were Indians from South-Carolina amongſt the Five Nations, complaining that the Enghih 
at South-Carolina bad taten their Land from them, and craved their Affiſtance. In the Spring 
following the Wars were at Su Carolina, and it was reported, that ſeveral Indians from 
thoſe Five Nations were gone when the Wars were there, and the latter End of that Summer the 
Indians Sold (at Scunnatade, about twenty Miles above Albany) Beaver Hats bound with Silver 
Lace, Wigs, good Broad Cloth Coats, and Shirts : It is ſo reported that it is thought to be real 
Matter of Fact, and it might be well if it were not ſo. It was commonly reported, That 
the Albany- People made a Trace with the French of Canada, and had a Trade with them allthe 
Time 4 the Wars: Notwithſtanding by their Remonſtrances to the Aſſembly, of their Danger, 
and they being a Frontier, the Country was at great charge keeping Garriſon there, and all 
the Officers muſt be of Albany, and moſt of the Money for that Service centers among them 
which was thought to be the greateſt Reaſon for that Service. | x THF | 
And if the Governor for the time being hath Power to Eſtabliſh ſo many Repreſentatives, 
and in what Places of the Government he pleaſeth (as it now is) and ſuch as for their own - 
Intereſt will do and comply with all Propoſals to bring it to paſs, and the Governor to put 
in Office whom he will, and as many as he pleaſeth, and allow them what Sallery be fees 
cauſe, and all the publick Money in the Government at his Diſpoſal, to no other Uſe but 
at his Will: Then the People in the Colony have not the Property and Liberty of Engliſh 
Sab jells, but are ſubjected to ſome Mens Avarice ; not only to thoſe who have the Name of Chri- 
ſlians, but to the barbarous and cruel Hearben, And is it not a Diſhonour to His Majeſtics 
Crown and Dignity, that his Subjects ſhould be ſold Tributaries to them? Would it not be 
better for them to part with one Half of their Perſonal Eſtates, for Encouragement for 5000 
or £000 Men to come and ſuppreſs thoſe Salvages, that his Majeſties Subjects could not live 
quietly by, and to poſſeſs their Lands, and not become Tributaries to them, or at leaſt to do 
as thoſe of Qucbeck did in Ofober, 18, 1716, on the Interruption of their Commerce by the 
Savages, living Four Hundred Leagues up the Country, went with Three Hundred French and 
Six Hundred Savages their Allies, to bring them to a better Temper: And finding the Enemy 
well entrenched with Palliſadoes and good Ditches, they planted themſelves near enough to 
the Palliſadoes, and threw two Granadoes, brought them to Surrender and agree to pay the 
Expence they had been at, and reſtore to the French their former Skin-Trade, as before; and 
they had but one Fenchman and two Savages wounded in that Expedition, thought there were 
above zoo Men Women and Children in that Fort. So that it is a Quære, whether it be not 


more for ſome particular Mens Intereſt, to make ſo much Stir for Pretents to the Iadians and 
bring the Colony to ſuch vaſt Charge, than ir is for a publick Good. 


The poor Colony of New-Tork, containing in it not above 6000 Men at the moſt, were at 
the Charge of at leaſt 30000 J. upon the Expedition for Canada, upwards of 27000 J. to pay 
ſome ſmall Debts and make Feed the Embaſſelment of the publick Money in the Government, 
and 4045 J. per Annum for five Years by Reſolves of the Houſe, part of which is to bring 
them to be Tributaries to the Heat hen, and pay Men to bring it ſo to be; and now the Co- 
lony is miſerably diſtreſſed, if not vaſſaled: The Sence whereof cauſed ſeveral to move out 
of the ſame, and ſeveral more purpoſe to do ſo, if they cannot be relieved. i 
Agreat Part of the Aggrievances and Injuſtice done in the Colony may be aſcribed to an 
unequal Proportion of Repreſentatives ; and if not redreſſed, may ruin the Colony. If there 
were an equal Proportion of them, as near as may be according to the Number of the People 
in each County, then they might in the ſtrongeſt Manner unite the Hearts of all the Suhjects, 
and put an effectual End to all the Feuds and Animoſities that have obſtructed Proſperity in 
the Colony for a Courſe of many Years. | | | 1224874 
There-1s a Court of Chancery erected at New-Tork, where the Governor is ſole Fudge, and if 
he demands any thing in the King's Name and it is not comply'd with, they ſhall be bh, l 
to the Court of Chancery, where the Governor ſhall judge whether he ſhall have his Demands; 
the Maſters of Chancery ſhall not judge in the Cauſe, only tax the Coſts of the Court. So in 
all Caſes that come to that Court, the Governor is only and ſo/e Fudge, whether the Cauſe be 
right by the Verdict of Twelve Men and Judgment upon the ſame. So the Governor becomes 
The End of all Law and Fudgment in the Government : Let the Judicial Reader judge, whether 
it be not a Aliſerable and Unhappy Fate to be ſubjected, both Perjons and Eftates, to the Will 
and Pleaſureof any Governor tor the time being, eſpecially conkdering the People under the 
Governnient by Experience find the chief End ef- their Coming. It may be ſaid, Tox have an 
Agent for your Colony. Anſwer, Though there be an Act for an Agent for the Colony of New- 
Tork, yet by the ſame Act he is Agent y the Governor, and not for the Country, they have-no- 


thing to do but to pay him, and ſend to him ſuch Inſtrafions as the Governor ſhall approve of; 
for it is ſaid in the Act, That the Inſirudlions ſent to him, ſhall be by the Governor and Council, 
or General Aſſembly; and what is ſent by the Governor and Council, ſhallbe Signed by the Governor 
and major Part of the Council, reſiding within the Province, and what is ſent by ihe General- 
 Hſjembly, ſhall be Signed by the major Part of them and the Speaker; and if any thing comes to 


Obſer ve, 


bim otherwiſe, then as aforeſaid, be ſhall not have any Regard to it. 
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Obſerve, The Governor hath Power to call ſome to ſit in Council, they thuſt acquieſce 
with what he propoſeth, leſt they be ſuſpended ; and for the Aſſembly, if the Governor hath 
Power to have them choſen where he pleafeth, and get the Soldiers to chuſe for ſuch Men in 
New-Tork as they ſhall be directed to chuſe to ſerve upon the Aſſembly, the meſt ſabtle Alen 
to have a Grant of ſome Lands, an Office with a large Sallary, as ſeveral of the Aſſembly 
Men have, they muſt comply to the Governor's Propoſals, and make Refolves to allow the 
Governor 1710 l. per Annum, for five Years, the Chief Fuſtice 300 l. per Annum, for the ſame 
time, the Commiſſioners of the Indian Affairs at Albany 300 l. per Annum, for the fame time, 
and ſome others of the Aſſembly Sums too tedious here to relate. 

So that ſome for their Intereſt and others for Fear dare not oppoſe any thing propoſed, ' 
but comply with whatſoever is for the Governor's and ſome cunning Mens Advantages; 
And how can the major Part of the Aſſembly make known the Agegrievances of the People, 
when they are drawn and deter'd from ſpeaking. And if the major Part and Speaker of 
the Aſſembly ſhould be about to ſend to the Aent, if the Governor thould not like it, he 
could diſſolve the Aſſembly at his Pleaſure, and fo prevent them of ſending. So it muſt 
be what he pleaſeth; and if Demetrius and the Craftimen of the ſame Occupation made ſuch 
an Uproar about Paul's Preaching the Goſpel at Eyheſus, becauſe it took away their Gain 
and Wealth, what Stir do you think theſe Men will make, if any ſhould endeavour to break 
the Schemes they have laid, whereby they get their Wealth, and wholly ſubject the People 
to their Pleaſure ? But it the Governor be ifallible, and the People under his Government 
both Perſons and Eſtates at his Pleaſure, then it is in vain to diſpond or complain; but if 
the People have Property, and the Government ought to be carried on for His Majeſties Benefit, 
and Good of the Subjells, then ſuch Meaſures as theſe onght to be took into Conſideration 
and what is amiſs to be rectified. ; ay 

The People in New-Tork Government have been called $tubborn, Reflefory, little if any 
thing leſs than Rebels, when they have been Oppreſſed under the Government, and Ruinous 
Meaſures taken amongſt them, whereby they are deprived of the Pr:vileges of Engliſhmen, 
and they have been uneaſie under the fame; And there is not any Reaſon to Vilify, Scan- 
dalize and Reproach them, except to render them ſo vile, that not any ſhould have Regard 
of them, to relieve them from Oppreſſions. But he that doth Injuſtice diſhonours the King, 
and thoſe that endeayour to uphold and vindicate ſuch, are Accelſaries though not Þ: jncipals. 


Theſe are ſome of the Meaſares that are and have been taken in New-York Government; 
my the Truth of this may be queſtioned, yet many One in the Colony of New Torx 
ul 


by woful Experience knows this ſeveral other reffions to he real Matter of Fact. 
"And although there was an At 5 Parliament paſſed in the Reign of King William III. 


For Puniſhing of Governors of Plantations in this Kingdom, for Crimes bp them commiited in the 
Plantations, what Benefit can the People in New-Tork Government have by this Act, when 
they cannot have an Agent to be informed of the Aggrievances of the People, nor any 
Publick Money in the Government, to enable any other Perſon to do it, but what the Go- 

vernor pleaſeth, And for particular Perſons, when denied to make Uſe of the Cuſtoms of 
the Colony and Grants made by former Governors, denied the Benefit of the Laws of the 
Colony, Proſecuted contrary to Law, paſſed upon and deſtroyed without due Courſe of 
Law; How ſhall they be relieved from ſuch Opppreſſions, when by their Poverty and Rain. 


. ous Meaſures are ſo impoveriſh'd, that they have not Money to proſecute in ſuch Caſe ? 
Theſe muſt be Ruin d: for there is not any Fencing againſt a Flail. 


So, by what is here ſet forth, may be left to the Conſideration of all Judicial Perſons, 
what Encouragement ſuch a ſmall People as are in New-lork Colony have, to allow their 
Governor ſuch a large Sallery. Qzere, Is the Government carried on for their Majeſties 
Benefit, and Good of the Subjects, according to the Laws and Cuſtoms of the Colony, and 


according to Engliſh Government; or is it Arbitrary, Ileg al, Grievous, Oppreſſive, Unjuſt 
and Deflratlive £ = , f 


4 


"8 JF 


